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The issue

2025 has been an exceptionally wet year in the Manning Valley, with record �oods dam-

aging waterways, farmland, and infrastructure. Many landholders have su�ered un-

precedented soil loss.

The solution

As a long-term Landcare Co-ordinator, I wanted to see the impact of Landcare projects

on property owners. After the �oods, I visited sites improved or managed di�erently

about 20 years ago. Were there lasting successes, and what made them work?

The impact

Many properties along the Manning River su�ered severe damage, leaving landholders

devastated and unsure how to recover. Erosion was particularly concerning on steep, un-

stable banks. Yet one property stood out—it had been part of a Landcare project 20 years

ago. Fenced o� from the creek with stock excluded, the area featured a mature canopy

and supplemental Lomandra plantings, maintained until established. The current own-

ers continued sustainable grazing and long rest rotations, preserving a healthy, deep-

rooted groundcover of grasses and legumes.

Despite being submerged by over 8 metres of �ood water for up to 4 days, the site’s

banks and vegetation remain largely intact. Fencing was lost, but soil erosion was mini-

mal and riparian plants recovered quickly. A wide bu�er of diverse native vegetation

has made this property’s riverside resilient and thriving.


