
Has the EPA issued a No Burn
Notice? 

To check, see QR code below,
or contact EPA on 131 555, or

info@epa.nsw.gov.au.

Do you have a 
Fire Permit?

No
Do you have an objective for

your burn?

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Pathway for Burning on Private Property in NSW 
Planning Apply for a Fire Permit

by going online or
contact your local Fire
Control Centre. To find
both websites, see the

QR codes below.

Refer to Mid Coast 2 Top’s online
modules to understand the

different types of prescribed
buns and what you might use

them for.

Asset Protection, Hazard Reduction,
Conservation and/or Agricultural

Aboriginal Land
Management

Do you have an area in mind
that you want to burn? 

Is it the Bush Fire Danger
Period (usually 1st

October - 31st March*) 

Is it a total fire ban day? 
Or, are permits suspended?

Contact your local
RFS Fire Control
Centre for more

information. 

You are banned from lighting
during this No Burn period.

Contact EPA for more
information. 

Engage with your local
Traditional Owners, found

through Local Aboriginal Land
Councils or Local Land Services

to connect with local First
Nations Fire Practitioners. 

Consider an area around assets in lightly timbered
areas or grass paddocks, using existing containment

lines like driveways and fire trails.
Refer to Mid Coast 2 Top’s online modules for advice

on choosing your burn area. 

Have you established your
planned control lines? 

Yes

Establish bare/mineral earth control lines
using rake hoes, blowers or heavy

machinery. Control lines are recommended
to be wide enough for vehicle movement*.

Use existing trails and roads where possible. 

No

Have you notified your
neighbours and local fire

authority?

No

Call, text, email or letter drop to your
neighbour(s) AND submit a notification form

using the QR code below. 

Have you got appropriate
water appliances? Your

should have a minimum of
4, two for each burn edge. 

Contact your local brigade for assistance or
contact your local Fire Control Centre and fill

in a brigade assist form. Alternatively, ask
neighbours to share privately owned

equipment. 

Congratulations. With the right conditions,
you should be ready to burn! 

Yes

No
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*Check your regions Bush Fire Danger Period by contacting your local Fire Control Centre.

Yes

Are you protecting an
asset? 

You may need a Hazard Reduction
Certificate. See QR code below
for the application instructions

and form. 

Contact your local Fire Control Centre for
information on whether a HRC would be

applicable. 
If a Hazard Reduction Certificate (HRC) isn't
an option, contact your Local Land Services

and local Council to determine if:
the burn can be undertaken as
“Environmental Protection works”
 any requirements under the
Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act 1979 and/or Protection of the
Environment Operations (Clean Air)
regulations are required. 

Documentation prepared by consultants
may be required to support your application

to burn. 

Was your HRC Approved?

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

*The maximum width of a control line must not exceed 4m unless the vegetation is classed as
“Heathlands” which may not exceed 6m.
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When thinking about planned burns, the types of burns can be separated into two
categories; Aboriginal and Western Land Management:

Aboriginal Land and Sea Management
Cultural burning

Western Land Management
Conservation/ Ecological burning
Asset protection and/ or Hazard reduction burns
Agricultural burns

When considering these burns, it is critical to understand that the difference between the
types of prescribed burns comes down to the objective, not always the process or the
outcomes of the burn. A burn can have overlapping outcomes but the objective is what
drives the burn and the prescription. For example, an ecological burn has an ecological
objective, like using fire as part of weed management. The burn however will likely achieve
some fuel reduction, therefore meeting some hazard reduction outcomes.

For more information on Aboriginal Land and Sea Management, including steps on how to
connect with traditional practices scan the QR below which will link you to Local Land
Services ‘Supporting Aboriginal Land Management’ information booklet. 

Types of Prescribed Burns

LLS Supporting
Aboriginal Land

Management


